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HELICOPTER ANTISUBMARINE SQUADRON TWELVE
COMMAND HISTORY 1988

I. Command Composition and Organization:

HELANTISUBRON TWELVE (HS-12) is permanently forward deployed
as an element of Carrier Air Wing 5 (CVW-5), on board USS MIDWAY
(Cv- 41), homeported in Yokosuka, Japan. While the MIDWAY is
inport, the squadron is normally based at NAF Atsugi, Japan. The
squadron is in the administrative chain of Commander
Antisubmarine Warfare Wing, Pacific Fleet but is under the
operational control of Commander Carrier Air Wing 5 and CTF 70.
HS-12 (call sign Speargun) is primarily tasked with antisubmarine
warfare in the inner zone. Additionally, the squadron is
responsible for search and rescue for CVW-5 and provides logistic
support for Battle Group ALPHA. HS-12 was commanded by Commander
W.D. Young wuntil 25 May when Commander J.H. Winter assumed
command of the squadron. The Squadron flies six Sikorsky SH-3H
Sea King helicopters with tailnumbers NF 611 through NF 616.

IT. Chronology of Significant Events:

01 Jan - 03 Jan Inport Mombasa, Kenya.

11 Jdan On station, North Arabian Sesa.

22 Jdan ASWEX (MMT), DESRON 15.

06 Feb ASWEX (MMT), DESRON 15,

11 Feb Off station, North Arabian Sea.

16 Feb BUSY CUSTOMER/OPDEC

19 Feb Completed Special Weapons Proficiency Inspection.

Zero Administrative discrepancies, zero load
team dicrepancies.

23 Feb - 27 Feb Inport Pattaya Beach, Thailand.

02 Mar - 04 Mar ASWEX/EXTENDEX, South China Sea.

04 Mar - 12 Mar Inport Cubi Point, Republic of the Philippines.

04 Mar - 06 Mar TORPEX, ASWEX.

16 Mar - 03 Apr TEAM SPIRIT.

21 Mar - 22 Mar Inport Pusan, Korea.

06 Apr Fly off to NAF Atsugi (three aircraft).

07 Apr - 08 Apr Inport Sasebo, Japan.

11 Apr Fly off to NAF Atsugi (three aircraft), arrive
Yokosuka, Japan.

08 May Hosted Fifth Helicopter Operating Committee.

25 May Change of Command.

25 May Tasked to provide detachment on USS OLDENDORF
(DD-972).

03 Jun Performed Medevac from USNS MISPILLION.

18 Jun - 18 Aug Detachment Alpha.

23 Jun Fly on (one aircraft). Detachment departs
Yokosuka.

27 Jun - 28 Jun Detachment Alpha inport Subic Bay, Republic of
the Philippines.

03 Jul - 05 Jul Detachment Alpha inport Slngapore

08 Jul - 13 Jul Detachment Alpha participates in MEKAR '88.



12 Jul - 16 Jul Weapons Training Detachment, NAS Cubi Point,
Republic of the Philippines.

17 Jul - 23 Jul Detachment Alpha inport Pattaya Beach, Thailand.

24 Jul - 01 Aug Detachment Alpha participates in COBRA GOLD '88.

06 Aug - 10 Aug Detachment Alpha inport Subic Bay, Republic of
the Philippines.

17 Aug Fly off, Detachment Alpha returns to Yokosuka,
Japan.

07 Sep Departed Yokosuka aboard USS MIDWAY.

16 Sep - 18 Sep Inport Sasebo, Japan.

21 Sep Performed rescue of HSL-37 DET 10 crew.

21 Sep - 08 Oct Seoul Olympic Support Operations.
27 Sep - 29 Sep Inport Pusan, Korea.

01 Oct TORPEX.

08 Oct - 12 Oct ANNUALEX 63G.

13 0ct - 17 Oct Inport Yokosuka, Japan.

20 Oct Received Top Torpedo Award 1988 from Commander
Antisubmarine Warfare Wing, Pacific Fleet.

23 Oct Inport NAS Cubi Point, Republic of the
Philippines.

23 Oct - 31 Oct REFTRA '88.
01 Nov - 03 Nov Inport Nas Cubi Point, Republic of the

Philippines.
08 Nov - 09 Nov Fly off, return Yokosuka, Japan.
22 Nov Aircraft makes Precautionary Emergency Landing

in Hadono, Japan.
28 Nov - 12 Dec Training Detachment San Diego, Ca.

08 Dec Performed Medevac from USS OLDENDORF (DD-972).

11 Dec Aircraft makes Precautionary Emergency Landing
in Isehara, Japan.

21 Dec Attended Sixth Helicopter Operating Committee,
Tateyama, Japan.

05 Mar 89 Air Forces Pacific, runner up for CINCPACFLT

Golden Anchor Award. Nominated by COMNAVAIRPAC
for Admiral "Jimmy"™ Thatch and Captain Arnold J.
Isbell Awards.

III. Narrative:

1, ODuring the period on station in the North Arabian Sea, no
submarine services were available. To maintain ASW proficiency,
the aircrews used the ASW module as an umpire and utilized the
Mini Mobile Trainer (MMT) targets. The remainder of the flight
time was spent performing surface search (SSC), plane guard and
logistics. USS MIDWAY remained at sea and on station wuntil 11
February and after completing a turnover with USS ENTERPRISE and
HS-6 on 15 February, departed the North Arabian Sea.

2. Battle Group ALPHA conducted the BUSY CUSTOMER exercise on 16
February. The exercise involved the EMCON launch of two SH-3H
aircraft, positioning 100nm from the CV and the use of chaff and
UHF deception to evade Orange forces consisting of two B-52Gs and
an EP- 3,




3. As a part of a total USS MIDWAY/Carrier Air Wing 5
evolution, HS-12 wunderwent the Special Weapons Proficiency
Inspection on 19 February. The inspection concluded with no
administrative discrepancies and each load team performed a zero
dicrepancy load.

4. After transiting the Malaccan Straits and a five day port
call in Pattaya Beach, Thailand, the battle group entered the
Subic operating area. A sixty hour EXTENDEX/ASWEX commenced on 2
March, 1including a choke point transit, an opposed RAS and an
opposed entry. During the Opposed entry one HS-12 screen helo
gained contact and executed two attacks before the SSN came
within torpedo range. No successful attacks were made against
the battle group during this period.

5. During the inport at NAS Cubi Point, the squadron continued
ASW exercises, including five exercise torpedo drops, of which
four were evaluated as hits. Sub services concludeed on 6 March.

6. MIDWAY participated in TEAM SPIRIT 88 during March and early
April. The squadron was employed in both an offensive and a
reactionary role. Continuous operations were conducted during
two forty-eight hour periods as well as mainitaining three
aircraft airborne for choke point transit and opposed RAS
operations. Speargun aircraft were utilized to support both the
carrier battle group and the amphibious task force during port
breakouts and during the subsequent amphibious landing. The
squadron was utilized by the Desron Commander during reactionary
ASW time periods to classify contacts gained by surface ships.
The Spearguns conducted 36 simulated attacks during the 36.3
hours of contact time as part of the ASW freeplay exercises. In
March the squadron monthly flight hour record was broken with a
total of 641.6 hours flown.

7. HS-12 hosted the fifth Helicopter Operating Committee (HOC)
Symposium on 8 May at NAF Atsugi, Japan. The HOC serves as a
format for U.S. helicopter units stationed in Japan to meet with
their Japanese counterparts and to discuss helicopter operations.

8. The squadron Change of Command was held on 25 May 1988 with
Commander J.H. Winter relieving Commander W.D. Young as
Commanding Officer.

9. On 25 May the squadron received tasking from COMSEVENTHFLT
to form a one aircraft detachment for embarkation aboard USS
OLDENDORF (DD-972) in support of the MEKAR '88 and COBRA GOLD '88
exercises. Detachment Alpha was formed in June. During MEKAR
'88, a joint exercise with Malaysia, the aircraft was utilized as
both a search asset and as an airborne pouncer to deliver weapons
on contacts generated by other wunits. Forty-three simulated
attacks were ruled successful during the exercise. The
detachment also provided logistic support to operating forces
including the hover transfer of a critical CASREP part to a U.S.
submarine. COBRA GOLD '88 was a bilateral exercise with the Thai




navy and required the aircraft to participate in both structured
and freeplay ASW exercises and to perform SSC missions. The
detachment also assisted in the rescue by the USS OLDENDORF of
thirty-five Vietnamese refugees during the transit to the
Philippines. Detachment Alpha was disestablished on return to
Yokosuka on 18 August. For the at sea period, the detachment
aircraft was maintained 100 percent mission capable.

10. The Squadron performed an emergency Medevac from the USNS
MISPILLION on 3 June. The operation involved a 1long distance
flight wunder instrument conditions to transport a crewmember
suffering acute appendicitis from the ship to hospital facilities
ashore.

11. During July the squadron sent a Weapons Training Detachment
to NAS Cubi Point to conduct Special Weapons Load Training.

12. The squadron departed Yokosuka on 7 September to prepare
for operations in support of the 1988 Seoul Summer Olympics.
During this period submarine services were shceduled and a TORPEX
was planned. The exercise torpedo shot was cancelled as weather
conditions created by Typhoon Nelson precluded the safe recovery
of the torpedo by the escort ship. Tracking exercises were
successful, providing the squadron with valuable training.
Following the 27-30 September Pusan inport, the TORPEX was
resheduled with the exercise torpedo fired evaluated as a hit.

13. Typhoon Nelson delayed the sheduled rendezvous of the battle
force with units of the JIMSDF and the commencement of ANNUALEX
63G until 8 October. At that time the battle group linked forces
with the JDS Shirane and escorts and proceeded to the operating
area off the eastern coast of Hokkaido. During the exercise the
major threats were from Orange diesel submarines. Squadron
aircraft were used primarily in a reactive mode, and several
attacks were made on sonar contacts and periscope sightings
reported by surface units. No successful attacks were conducted
against the CV. Weather conditions associated with the typhoon
hampered flight operations.

14. A squadron aircraft performed the rescue of four dowwned
airmen from an HSL-37 DET 10 helo.

15. USS MIDWAY underwent Refresher Training following port calls
in Yokosuka, Japan and NAS Cubi Point, Republic of the
Philippines. Typhoon Ruby forced the ship to get underway after
only one day in the Philippines. After riding out the storm for
three days, flight operations resumed. Submarine contact time
was logged during this period and coordinated operations were
conducted with the USS BUNKER HILL (CG-52). MIDWAY then returned
to NAS Cubi Point for ACLS certification. MIDWAY returned to
Yokosuka on 9 November 1988.

1s. One squadron aircraft was forced to make a Precautionary
Emergency Landing at Hadano, Japan on 22 November. The aircraft
was repaired and flown back to NAF Atsugi on 23 November.




17. Seven pilots and three aircrewman were detached to HS-10,

NAS North Island for tactical training in December. The
detachment was led by the Commanding Officer, CDR Winter and was
highly successful. Participants completed numeTrous

qualifications that are not available in Japan.

18. The squadron performed the emergency Medevac of a crewman
with appendicitis from the USS OLDENDORF (DD-972) on 8 December.
The crewman was transported from the ship to the Naval Hospital
at Yokosuka.

19. One squadron aircraft was forced to make a Precautionary
Emergency Landing at Isehara, Japan on 11 December. The aircraft
was repaired and flown back to NAF Atsugi on 12 December.

20. U.S. helicopter units stationed at NAF Atsugi, led by HS-12,
attended the sixth HOC Symposium at Tateyama, Japan on 21
December. The conference was hosted by HSS-101 and HSS-121 of
the Japanese Maritime Defense Forces.

21. Helicopter Antisubmarine Squadron 12 received the Battle "E"
for combat readiness for 1988 and was the runner up for the
CINCPACFLT Golden Anchor Award. The sqaudron was the
COMNAVAIRPAC nominee for the Isbell and Thatch Awards for ASW
excellence in 1988 and repeated as the winner of the
COMASWWINGPAC Top Torpedo Award, winning for the third time in
four years.




