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HELICOPTER ANTISUBMARINE SQUADRON TWELVE
COMMAND HISTORY 1989

i. Command Composition and Organization:

HELANTISUBRON Twelve (HS-12) is permanently forward deployed
as an element of Carrier Air Wing 5 (CVW-5), on board USS MIDWAY
(cv-41), homeported 1in Yokosuka, Japan. While the MIDWAY is
inport, the squadron is normally based at NAF Atsugi, Japan. The
squadron is in the administrative chain of Commander
Antisubmarine Warfare ¥ing, pacific Fleet but is wunder the
operational control of ~ommander Carrier Air Wing 5 and CTF 70.
HS-12 (rall sign Speargun) is primarily tasked with antisubmarine
warfare in the 1inner zone. Additionally, the squadron is
rasponsible for search and rescues for CVW-5 and provides logistic
support for Battle Group ALPHA. HS-12 was commanded by Commander
J.H. Winter wuntil Septesmber 2nd when Commander D.R. Roulstone
assumed command of the sguadron. Tne squadron flies six Sikorsky
SH-3H Sea King CILOP helicopters with tailnumbers NF 810 tnrough

615.

II. Chronology of Significant Zvents:

21 JAN Depart for Philippines.

29 JAN o Inport Cubi-Point: o .
30 JAN Aircrafi Maintenance Evaluation.
09 FEB - 13 FEB ATA.

10 FEB - 11 FEB TORPEX.

13 FEB NOREX.

18 FEB ASW with USS STERETT.

23 ££B - 27 FEB Inport Yokosuka.
03 MAR - 22 MAR TEAM SPIRIT 1989.
06 MAR - 07 MAR Inport Pusan, Korea.

08 MAR Battle "E" Award.
28 MAR - 02 APR Inport Hong Kong.
31 MAR Meritorious Unit Commendation.

07 APR - 09 APR Tiger Cruise.
09 APR - 31 MAY Inport Yokosuka.

03 MAY ISBELL Trophy Award.
31 MAY - 03 JUN Coordinated ASW axercise inm R-116 including
TORPEX.

14 JUN - 19 JUN Inport Subic 3ay-
19 JUN - 21 JUN Coordinated ASW Subic OPAREA.

22 JUN Speargun 615 rescues F/04-18 pilot.
39 JUN - 15 JuL Inport Pattava 3each, Thailand.
07 JUL - 25 JUL INTEL Officer crossdecked to SSN for training.

08 JUL - 10 JUL ASWEX 89-2US (at beach) .
10 JUL - 19 JuUL Inport Subic 3ay.

10 JuL Navy Technical Training Proficiency Inspsciion
(NTPID.

10 JUL - 11 JUL ASWEX 89-2US (from beach).

13 JuL Sar Jump Quals.

16 JUL - 17 JUL Typhoon Gordon Sortie.

22 JuL THACH Award.
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25 JUL - 14 AUG Inport Yokosuka.
2] RUG - 22 AUG Inport Subic Bay.
0l SEP - 04 SEP Inport Pattaya Beach, .Thailand.

02 sEP HS-12 Change of Command.
07 szpP Inport Singapore.

88 SEP - 16 OCT 0On station, Indian Ocean.
17 0CT - 20 OCT Inport Mombasa, Kenya.

27 0OCT Anchor Diego Garcia.

28 OCT - 21 OCT Weapons Week 1989 with TORPEX.

10 NOV - 16 NOV Inport Perth, Australia.

26 NOV - 29 NOV Inport Subic Bay.

0l DEC - 06 DEC Deployed aboard USS HEWITT and USS FIFE in
support of OPERATION CLASSIC RESOLVE,

02 DEC Speargun 614 rescues 6 Filipino fishermen in
, South China Ses.
11 DEC Inport Yokosuka. Co

III. Narrative:

1. During the period -of 22-24 Jan 1989, HS 12 conducted
coordinated ASW operations with the USS MIDWAY ASW Module, USS
RODNEY M DAVIS (FFG-60), HSL-47/1, AND P-3 Assets against a US
- .attack submarine. The DAVIS played a key role in command and
~control due to transit: distances in excess of 80 miles. - e

2. The February ATA was some of the best ASW HS 12 has seen. We
had support from the USS RODNEY M DAVIS for our three torpedo
firings but, for the most part, the Spearguns were on their own.
This was the first time torpedoes from the VYokosuka rework
facility wsre wused. All threes torpedoes were launched in the
proper =znvelope but one failed with a bad receiver and another
with undeveloped film.. Over 85% of our time was dedicated *to
ASW with over 60 hours of contact time, more than 25 of which
were active sonar contact. On 13 February we completed the first
READIEX that we have record of out here, along with two air wing
SAREX events, both of which were planned by the Spearguns.

3. February 18th saw coordinated ASW with the USS STERETT (CG-
31). Even though only 3 flights were tasked with ASW, it was

clear that the STERETT was ready. While conducting numerous
VECTAC's, the Spearguns 3Jained approximatsly S hours of contaz®
time.

4. TEAM SPIRIT 1989 kicked off on 3 March. 0On the first dav e
pounced on a green flars sighting and coordinated with ths 2-3 an
.station. Two Speargun aircraft converted passive P-3 contact to
active sonar contact and tracked 3 fully evasive submarine Jvar
11l contact hours was logged on this event.

5. On 5 March, contact was gained while investigating a datum
generated by the USS BUNKER HILL (CG-52). Employing two helo
tactics, over 9 hours of contact time were gained during this
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enccunter. Contact was Jlost after units were ordered to go
passive to permit UQC communications with the sub.

5. HS 12 awarded Battle "E" by' Commander, Pacific Fleet
culminating a year of hard work.

7. A Pusan port breakout on March 8th was uneventful. One helo
screened forward of the battle group under the control of the
RODNEY M DAVIS and another behind the battle group under the
control of the BUNKER HILL. No green flares wsre sighted.

8. Flight hours during the middle portion ot TEAM SPIRIT (3-22
MAR) were reduced considerably due to the mandatory aircraft DCB-
50 inspsction. Only sssential flights were flown for a ten day
perind. Flight time was devoted to close in screening and plane
guard. No contact was gained.

9. A single- Speargun aircraft, operating in the AOA gained
contact on March 18th. For almost an hour, the helo tracked the
fully evasive submarine before they had to return to the ship.

10. Secretary of the Navy, The Honorable Lawrence Garrett III,
presents the Meritorious Unit Commendation for the period from 1

 §December 87 to 31 March 1989.

11. The Chief of Naval Operations presents the Isbell Trophy to
HS 12 for calendar year '89. The Isbell Trophy is .given for
excellence in Air Antisubmarine wWarfare.

12. From 31 May to 03 Jun 1989, HS 12 conducted coordinated ASW
operations with one CG, one DD, two DDGs, and one LAMPS Mk III
against an SSN. We fired two sxtorps during this period. Both
‘shots were successful.

13, HS 12 conducted three MEDEVACs during the 31 MAY to 19 JUN
period. The first on 09 Jun involved a crewman of a CVBG escort
ship, who was suffering from appendicitis. Speargun aircraft

also assisted with the expeditious handling of a MEDEVAC of a
Vietnamese refugee who receivsd a broken hand during the rescue
of 42 "boat people" taken aboard by the USS FIFE and USS STERETT

during the transit to Pattaya 3each, Thailand. During Tvohoon
Gordon, we anchored in Subic to ride out the storm. while at
anchor we were tasked with transporting a crzwmember to Navhosp
Cubi Pt for surgery. Within 30 minutes from tasking the patient

was dropped off at Cubi Pt for the surgery.
4. ASW =2vents from 19 to 21 Jun provided sxc=llent coordinated
urface/air ASW training. Total sub contact time was limited due
o transit distances up to 100nm. High temperatures and high
e
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ty altitudes coupled with increased fuel loads needed for
its to and from the CV further restricted active dipping
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15. On 22 Jun, Speargun 615 conducted a flawless rescue of a
pilot when his F/A-18 experienced an engine failure on takeoff
from USS MIDWAY. Within minutes of the ejection the Speargun
crew of LT Kelley, LTJG Stroble, AWC Armstrong, and AWl Bartlett
wers hovering over the survivor.

16. 07 Jul, HS 12 Intel Officer, ENS Gregg Bauer, crosssdecked
to an SSN for ASWEX 89-2US. Crossdeck training was two fold. It
enabled the evaluation of search and deception tactics used by
the CVBG, while observing tactics used by the SSN for detection
and approach for attacxs. Qur AI provided outstanding
denhrief/lessons learned for the wardroonm.

17. First three ASW =2vents for HS 12 in ASWEX 89-2US were
cancelled due to Tropical Storm Faye weather avoidancs. Two
helos were launched for =~ ENCOUNTEREX svent and provided active
sonar screening for the deception group.

18. The Special Weapons Proficiency Inspection was conducted on
10 July, with all inspected areas graded as outstanding. This
was the second consecutive year that a zero/zero inspection was
achieved and can be contributed to Speargun teamwork and long
hours of preparation by the Speclal Weapons Program personnel.

19. We provided two helos for ASW ACTIVE TRACK events on 10 and
11 JUL. Two Speargun conducted coordinated active dipping ™ with
attacks against the SSN while under USS BUNKER HILL control.
Both events provided an excellent opportunity for coordinated air
asset tracking tactics with Lonewolf (SH-60).

20. While 1inport Subic, we conductad 5AR jumps for the
alrcrewman. With two aircraft conducting coordinated drops and
recoveries over half of our aircrewman were able to update thelir
annual requirements.

21. Chief of Naval Operations selects HS 12 for the Thach Award.

22. In a 02 SEP ceremony aboard USS MIDWAY while inport Pattaya
Beach, Thailand, CDR D.R. Roulstone relieved CDR J.H. Winter as
Commanding Officer, Helicopter Antisubmarine Squadron TWELVE.
CAPT Robert J. Cezpek, Commander, Destroyer Squadron FIFTEEN was

the guest speaksar.

23. HS 12 wins the Commander, Antisubmarine Warfare Wwing,
Dapifis Fleet Semiannuzl Retention Award for the period April
tnrough September 198%.

56. HS 12 is awarisd =52 Top Toaopedo Award 7Y 89 From Caomnander,
Antisubmarine Warfars wing, Pacific Fleet for the tnird
consecutive time.

25. During the NOV-DEC Philippine coup attempt, HS 12 provided
one aircraft in suppori of Operation Classic Resolv=. S 12
maintained this posture for 6 days.
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26. Gn the morning of 4 DEC, Speargun 614 rescued six Filipino
fisherman after an all night search. .The victims, spotted the
night before by an A-6 aircraft, were picked up and taken to the
USS Bagley for medical treatment. Speargun 614 was crewed Dy
LCDR Kauphusman, LT Stroble, AW?2 Gonzalez, and AWAN Devito.
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